
INTESTATE SUCCESSION IN MICHIGAN
What happens to property when someone passes without a will?

DOES THE DECEDENT
HAVE A SPOUSE? NO

Do they have children?

Do they have maternal
or paternal family?

NO

Do they have parents? NO

Do they have siblings? NO

NO

The state of Michigan 
will receive the estate
if there is no surviving
family.

YES

Children inherit 100%
of the estate.

YES

Parents inherit 100%
of the estate.

YES

Siblings inherit 100%
of the estate.

YES

The estate is divided 
evenly between any 
maternal or paternal 
family per stirpes.

Does the decedent
have children? NO

Does the decent
have parents?

YES

Does the decedent 
share a child with spouse?

YES

YES YES

NO
NO

Spouse inherits the
first $150,000*
+ 3/4 of the balance.

Parents inherit the
remaining balance.

Spouse inherits 100%
of the estate.Spouse inherits the

first $100,000*
+ 1/2 of the balance.

Children inherit the
remaining balance.

Spouse inherits the
first $150,000*
+ 1/2 of the balance.

Children inherit the
remaining balance.

Disclaimer: This flowchart is a simplified visual for Michigan Intestate Succession laws.
This chart is designed to provide information, not act as legal advice.

*These numbers are not adjusted for inflation
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